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The Employment Contracts Bill 
has been in the forefront of the media 
for some time. This brainchild of Bill 

. . 

Shit! What a hell of a time to get 
elected! 1991 so far has been a real 
minefield of political issues that effect 
students. First there was the 
Employment Contracts Bill, then the 
threat of Polytechnics being charged 
for their assets, and now the 
government wants to make 
unemployed people work for their 
Unemployment Benefit! 

DA PRES SPEAKS. Birch - the Minister of Labour, is an 
attempt to "free up the work 
environment", so that workers will 
have the freedom to choose who 
negotiates their work conditions. 

Mandatory Debt Repayment for 
Polytechnics is an idea that 
Lockwood Smith envisioned. 
Basically stated, Polytechnics will 
have to pay the Government for all 
assets that they have on paper! While 
this may not seem like too much of a 
problem for students ... after all it is 
the Polytechnic that has to pay the 
money! The question needs to be 
asked "Where will the Polytechnics 
get the money from?" ... you guessed 
it - students. We have even seen this 
type of thing happening this year 
with the outrageous fees that students 
at Bay of Plenty Polytechnic are 
havingtopay. Weneedtoputpressure 
on Government to ensure that they 
do not make students, and taxpayers 
pay twice for what is already their 
own! 

BRENT DONCLIFF 
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While this trendy term may sound 
good - especially if some Unions are 
unnecessarily bombastic or not 
working in the best interests of their 
members ... and there are one or two. 
There are very disturbing 
consequences. I wont go into details 
here, as I outlined them in the last 
issue in an article about the Bill, but 
I will say that there . needs to be 
solidarity and support for Unions in 
order to achieve some sort of 
workable solution. I have written on 
behalf of student to all Members of 
Parliament on this matter, and have 
received a number of replies - but 
alas, it seems like our ~Hies are not 
going to be successful. Two M.P' s 
Michael Laws and Nick Smith tried 
to get support to have some minimum 
rates of pay for youth included in the 
Bill - but the great clobbering machine 
would not let them! 
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Apple l\i~1cintosh 

The power to be your best. I 
Please send me more tnfonnatton on 
the Apple Mactntosh Classtc and the 
Apple Ftnance students loan scheme. 

Name 

Addres.s 

Phone .. ...... ... .. ... ...... ........ ... ...... .. .... . 
Post to: 

Apple Education Centre, 
PO Box 1033, Wellington. 

Ph (04) 770-430, Fax (04) 770-435. 

'-

® 

. Wellington Apple 
Education 

Centre 
I Authorised Reseller " _J 
L------------

• 

Special Education prices for students and tutors. Ask for brochure at WWJSA office 



FEES AND ALLOWANCES NEWS 

HARDSHIP WIDESPREAD 

Wellington Polytechnic counsellor Danielle 
Levy believes most people are unaware of the 
extra burdens students face. Levi said "the $1300 
is just the Government fee, all students on your 
long courses pay more, "some paying a great deal 
more." Average fees are $1700 for nursing students, 
and these can rise to $2000 for some courses. She 
cites the case· of two industrial design students 
who quoted fees of $10,000 for last years course. · 

On top of government fees are additional course 
costs such as sewing machines and dress materials, 
p 1 us the additional expense for textbooks. Students 
also face the added problem of a lack of holiday 
jobs, anything saved goes towards fees and it is the 
extra costs which impose the hardship. 

Levy believes many students are broke before 
starting courses, and must borrow from banks or 
relatives to survive. Even at this early stage of the 
year "people are in debt now". 

While there are hardship grants available to 
those with limited incomes this only covers fees, 
and though the grant can pay up to half of fees for 
some, Levy said people still need extra help 

to survive the year. 

She -said though fees have in fact coincided · 
with increasing student numbers, many are scraping 
10 simply get their, extra part time work is 
increasingly difficult to find which means for 
some the only option is to leave. 

LLOYD QUARTERMAINE 

THE EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS 
ACT, BENEFITS AND THE REAL 
WORLD 

Christchurch firm Morgan Blake Holdings 
Ltd was planning to pay four solo mothers the 
minimum wage of $6.10 ari hour as part-time 
receptionists and get the staff to use guaranteed 
minimum family income (GMFI) to take their 
weekly after-tax pay to $320. 

Employment Minister Maurice McTigue said 
the Government would not tolerate people using 

such devices to pay very low wages. 

Morgan Blake's managing director David 
Hughey was reported as saying the company 
benefited by only having to pay the receptionists 
$120 for a 20-hour week and they gained by 
having a job instead of claiming domestic purposes 
or other benefits. 

The Dominion,(26.4.91 ), quoted Jenny Shipley 
as saying that young people rriay be forced to 
accept jobs paying less than $3 an hour or lose 
social welfare benefits. Ms Shipley said she had· 
instructed her department officers to stand down 
any youth who refused two job offers, each offering 
wages in excess of the dole plus $15 . She said she 
believed this was a "reasonably fair" level of 
pay.(Oh yeah? She must have a strange view of 
reasonableness from her vantage point in the 
Beehive then. -Bitter and twisted ed.). Once stood 
down, a youth would have to survive for 26 weeks 
without receiving any welfare assistance. Ms 
Shipley said that her ruling strengthened the 
position of youths on the dole.(According to the 
survive or die theory I s 'pose-disbelieving ed) 
Previously they could have lost the dole for refusing 
a job offer less than the dole, she said. For those 
aged 16 and 17, the minimum rate of pay acceptable 
to the Social Welfare Department is now $101 a 
week after tax, or$2.98 an hour. For those aged 19 
and 20 the minimum acceptable rate of)ay is $123 
or $3.65 an hour. · 

Polytechnic tutors and their employers reached 
·agreement in award talks on 21 April. Association 
of Polytechnics executive director Jim poyle said 
issues of annual leave, pay increases arr flexible . 
working conditions were resolved. All tutors 
covered by the existing award would be covered ' 
by the new agreement, while new tutors could 
choose whether they wanted to be included. Tutors 
will receive five weeks' annual leave, four weeks' 
discretionary leave and a fortnight for professional 
development and will get a 1 percent pay increase 
from January 1, 1992. Other key points in the new 
award are provision for appointing assistant tutors, 
recognition of union rights and the suspension of 
the goodwill campaign according to the Post, (22/ 
4/91). 

FOR YOUR SPECIAL 
DAY ... 

Your wedding day should be the most perfect day of 
your entire life. And no wedding reception is com
plete without OBNOXIOUS RELATIVES. If you ha
ven't got any, why not hire some from us? 

There is a vast selection available: 
Disgraceful lecherous uncle 
Moaning old biddy who won't stop talking about 
her feet 
Loud and brash kids - selection of three. (Dog
torturing a speciality) 
Eight-month-old baby who cries through the 
hymns and poos loudly during the vows 
Dangerous long-lost cousin (knives provided) 
Vomiting grandparents (48 hours notice) 

Also- for your musical en tertainment- Obnoxious 
D.J. who speaks American with a Salford accent. 
plays "The Birdie Song·· all night long. and spends 
the evening impressing all the 14-year-old girls who 
think he·s in showbusiness. 

~a11cid 
WEDDING HIRE 
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CHECK OUT SOME OF OUR GREAT YOUTH FARES • • • 

Wellington to Wellington to Auckland to 

DELHI KATHMANDU LONDON 
from $171 Sreturn from $1872 return One way $1350 via Los 

from Angeles 

and some travel options when you're there ... 

INDRAIL PASSES 
Unlimited train travel in India: 
21 Days First Class travel - $284 
30 Days First Class travel - $353 

NEPAL - A travellers Survival Kit 
Essential for independent travellers planning their own treks in 
Nepal - Latest version printed -:1990 ! - $24.95 

DECKERS LONDON CLUB 
Membership - $99. . 
Includes: one nights accommodation, 
transfer from the airport, 
free London night light tour (including pubs!), 
luggage and mail service, 
free day trip and plenty of other discounts, advice 
and assistance when you're in London. 

STA BRANCHES: AUCKLAND-· 10 High St/ 309-()458, Auckland University/ 307-0555, Academic and Groups/ 792-224, Telephone Sales 366-6673, WELLINGTON-· 207 Cuba St/ 850-561, Wellington 
University/ 499-1017, PALMERSTON NORTH - 147 Cuba Street/ 359-2512, CHRISTCHURCH - 223 High St/ 799-098, Canterbury University/ 348-6372, DUNEDIN - 32 Albany St/ 474-0146 

WE MAKE IT EASY FOR PEOPLE DOING IT THE HARD WAY 
•• ·~ -- • -·- • -,,:., ... ,1',_.::,.,....,. ... ~, ..... , ..... -\... ~ '!"\.,~ ' '~~:Y-.:~~ .. -;b-;1.\, .. ,,. ... __.. • ...,_,,~•,!.. __ ..................... ~..... ~ -- - -



SPORTS SECTION 
.BASKETBALL · 

WEPSA HEAVIES 

THE TECH. REC 
LUNCHTIME, MAY 9. 

VERSUS 

CENTRE 

Three points. Three measly points between 
eternal fame and never being able to hold your 
head up in the student cafe again. Three points 
between taking the first steps on the road to beating 
the Los Angeles Lakers in the World Series and 
being a bunch of ugly losers. Three bloody points. 
Shit, David Vince gave up 3 one point fouls, at 
least half a dozen times bad shot selection cost 
points, and if someone as well as Glen Neal had 
bothered playing D, well, glory days were so 
near. .. 

If only they'd bribed the scorer. I mean they 
had the chance to grease his palm with a 
backhander, slip him a whack of the fabled WePSA 
accumulated funds but what did he get? Insults for 
telling the truth. And w}:iy was rebound queen and 
allroun.d hard person in the paint Andrea Greene 
posing in the bleachers instead of putting her 
elbows to good effect in the keyhole? 

.r 

After a lacklustre first half in which baskets 
were about as rare as new jobs in the health sector 
the game got hot. At 31-28 up 'with one minute to 
go of regular time the students were cruising-Neal 
was boss of the boards at both ends and only 
Bobby Ng 's 12 footers kept the staff in the game. 
Then it all fell apart Allied staff person Jocelyn 
began boxing out like Tyson and grabbed every 
offensive rebound going while her teammates 
sank more shots than the US got away in the Gulf 
war. 

The only hot-handed student was the scorer as 
the game slid on and on through the unofficial 
overtime, raising at least in thi~ viewer's mind the 
question of just who was meant to have youthful 
fitness on their side - The geriatric staff, some like 
Bruce Phillips seemingly held together with 
therapeutic bandages and true grit or the flowers of 
youth, bright eyed and bounding with talent e.g. 
Jackie (1/19 from the floor) Chin-Poy? 

Aft.er this hard lesson, dubbed ba~tard-ball by 
-one bitter loser, it's doubtful the students will 
challenge the authority of the Polytech bosses 
again. Not, at least, until they can get secret 
weapon Greene off her chocolate diet and back in 
training for the season. Volleyball, anyone? 

SCOOP POOP. 

Late update. It now appears that Jocelyn is a 
student, throwing the whole sorry story back into 
the melting pot. Rematch or a penalty default, 
Bruce? 

DNINITY IN LONDON-THE PERFECT P. 

BOCKHOLTIAN BRILLIANCE BY 
INGRID 

AND WEPSA PAID THE BILLS AGAIN 
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THE EXCITING PLAY THRILLS 
THE CROWDS 

HOME TALK 

For some of you, life at home is all care and no 
responsibility. "Be· careful with your ... . on the 
carpet". "Care about who comes after you, no 
mess in the bathroom, no mess in the kitchen" etc. 
Would you care to give me a hand with the dishes, 
the washing, the lawns etc? " . To those of you who 
live at home the above quotes are choruses in your 
ears. Often its not your responsibility to clean the 
carpet, the bathroom, the kitchen, do the shopping, 
bring the washing in from the line before it gets 
daml?, mow the lawns etc. 

For some of you, life in private board is all care 
and responsibility. You are expected not to spill 
anything on the carpet, to pick up your things 
when vacating the bathroom, tidy the kitchen 
bench after a late night snack and keep a few other 
house rules as well. 

For some of you, life in a flat is all care and all 
responsibility. You have to be reasonably careful 
with everything: a careless pull on the window and 
it's broken, 3 plugs working from one power 
socket and the fuse is blown, one overload of the 
washing machine and the motor packs up. It's 
your responsibility to front up to the landlord 
about the window, hunt for or go out and buy the 
fuse, or hand rinse and wring the big wash you 
have been saving for over a week. 

As an adult, no matter wherever you live, or 
whomever you live with, just living has its 
frustrations. • 

WANGANUI NEWSPAPER PRINTED 
THE TRUTH 

JAM GOT OUT OF ONE GROOVILY 

........... 
-
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Perhaps the frustration is Mum. You would 
like to live somewhere else but what are the 
options for living in Wellington? Do you want 
private board, flat on your own or flat with 
someone? How much furniture and household 
goods would you be expected to supply? How 
much does it cost to leave home? 

Perhaps the fru stration is the landlady. What 
can you reasonably expect for meals and services 
given the amount of board you are paying? Do you 
get sufficient fresh fruit? Are you clothes washed 
and ironed? Are your meals adequate - two 
courses each night if required? 

Perhap_s the frustration i_s with the other pe~ple 
in the flat. Are they untidy? Are they slow to pay 
their share of the rent and expenses? ' Are they 
disruptive to the study routine? Maybe it' s the 
landlord who frustrates you. May_be he is wanting 
to sell the place over your head and wanting to 
bring prospective owners through the flat at odd 
times. Maybe he is not contactable when you 
require some repairs or maintenance. 

In future issues of Wepsay we will examine 
some of these accommodation issues you may 

; face while a student at Polytechnic. I might even 
throw in the odd recipe. 

Best wishes until next time. 

Cecily Wheeler, Accommodation Officer 

\ 
WAL 'SASTAR 

CREDITS 

PEACE 

AND 

LOVE 
RICK 
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Work for Dole is being proposed by Member 
of Parliament, and Minister of Employment 
Maurice McTigue. What it appears he wants is for 
people getting the Unemployment Benefit to work. 
Is that a problem?, you ask. If these people are to 
work for private industry, and•the employers can 
get work done for nothing - why should they even 
employ people'in the first place! What would your 
chances be for holiday jobs - if they are bad now 
they will be non-existent when this happens! What 
we will have is a country full of unemployed 
people all working for the pittance that the 
Governme1;1t says is a livab.le allowance! 

Lets hope that there are a few people in 
Parliament with some foresight! 

Just recently I have been hearing a few people 
moan and bitch about the campus environment, 
and what WePSA isn't, or should be doing! ... for 
example WePSA should be doing something about 
the cafeteria prices, .. etc. 

WePSA is your association, and relies on you 
for input and ideas. If you do not tell us what you 
think is wrong, and what we could do for you - we 
cannot be expected to do anything. But beware, 
you will need to be ready to back-up your 
complaints in writing. 

WePSA cannot act on complaints that are not 
in writing! We have a good working relationship 
with the Polytechnic Administration, Tutor Union, 
and Allied Staff, and can generally sort things out 
with a minimum of fuss- but we need to be able to 
back-up whatever we say. 

One thing that needs to be realised is that some 
things do not happen overnight. We advocate for 
students - both directly to people and in the many 
committees that we are sitting on - but the best 
effects that we achieve are not those that are 
immediately evident. We have managed to get use 
of land for a student carpark, although agreed 
upon in 1989, it will not be until later this year 
before it is being used. These time delays are not 
things that we can do anything about... so please 
bear with us! 

Finally, if you do not like something, or think ' 
that ·we could be doing other things for students, 
use your WePSA Class Representative - or come 
in and see us at the WePSA Office. We are always 
willing to hear what you have to say. 

~-
GUEST EDITORIAL 

I could see it all coming. I said so at the time. 

With Treasury and Cabinet pursuing economics 
policies they believe will make us competitive 
with third-world military dictatorships, the poor 
sods in the government cheap-seats only have a 
career change in about two years to look forw:ard 
to, when the voters flex their electoral prerngatives. 

I call it Bunc;Iy democracy. It only takes 30 
seconds and happens every three years. Will 
Hamish McIntyre quit? Are the back-benchers 
revolting? Will Lockwood smirk? Stay tuned. 

• Far above the mean streets of Wellington, the 
monetarist Daleks of Treasury c.hant ' User pays, 
User pays' like some mantra fornational recovery. 
Purity of t!i.e model is all. The simplicity has 
seduced the gullible of either side of the house. But 
how come we are lumbered with this kind of mid
eighties retro thought when those econom_ic triffids 
Thacherism and Reaganomics have been long 
consigned to the 'fun-while-it-lasted ' file? 

Part of the problem lies in the mists of history. 
The National Party was set up purely to oppose 
Labours reforms. National didn't develop ideas of 
its own, it simply opposed Labour. Now we have · 
the situation where National MPs with a bit of 
book larnin' start getting notions of their own. 

Unfortunately for poor bloody us, the notiorfs 
they have grasped are exactly the same ones that 
Labour was resoundingly booted out of office for 
grasping. _ 

4. 

It is fascinating that the government should 
hold so dear policies that have failed and been 
rejected elsewhere. Policies so unsophisticated 
th~y could come from Chapter one of 'Economics 
made Simple'. An unkind soul might suggest that 
it was because they were the first economic 
concepts capable of being grasped by your 
common-or-garden National cabinet Minister. A 
cynical soul might suggest that they were told to 
by the only people who stand to gain, the business 
community. You know the people, the one's 
whose names begin with 'Sir'. 

What the Knights of the Business Roundtable 
want is a cheap, flexible workforce without an 
attitude. Then they will make a lot of money 
which they say they'll reinvest. Like they did in 
the mid-eighties. They'll buy private Biz-jets. In 
fact, Ron Brierley bought three. 

Confused? You won't .after the budget when 
doubtless the great ma_ster plan for .our country 
will be revealed. But be warned. Some of you who 
thought you were coming back to Tech. next year 
might have to spend a lot of time reading the Sits. 
Vac. in the Dom. on Saturdays. 

Where will it all end? I have a feeling that soon 

The biggest loser at the last election · was Jim 
Bolger. Undero!Jr intriguing little electoral system 
(which does about as much for democracy as "It 
'aint Half Hot Mum" does for multi-cultural 
understanding) the greater the number of back
benchers, the lesser is the power of Cabinet over 
them. And now the truculent back-benchers have 
cried "No more!", and drawn a line in the sand. 

· we will only be · producing dairy products and 
ANZAC frigate parts. Then we will have the first 
economy based on those famous cornerstones of 
economics. We will produce only guns and butter. 

Mark Walles 

R E C R E 
CENTRE 

AT ION 
NEWS 

FORGET THE OATBRAN -
JUST DO IT!! 

Our term 2 programme has started. The Give 
it a go programmes this t-erm are photography, 
guitar, squash and car mechanics, all at prices 50% 
cheaper than you'll find anywhere else. -

During lunchtimes we have aerobics, yoga, 
swimming and weights training available for 
students at really cheap rates. 

Or you could get six people (your classmates?), 
together to form a volleyball team. Each Monday 
we run a social league aimed at finding the best 

. team on campus. · And having fun!! . Term 1 
champs were the Mad Scientists from the Applied 
Science School, with YFY (Foundation Business 
Class) , and K.I.P close b~hind. 

Not your scene? What about basketball? The 
competition for this sport is held on Friday 
lunchtimes. Organise your team, come to the 
Centre to register with Kay or Catherine and get on 
the ball. If you don ' t want to play why not give 
reffing a go! ! 

Badminton Tournament starts June 24. Mixed 
doubles and singles competitions. Entry fee 50 
cents, guaranteed two games. Entry forms available 
from the recreation centre. 

YOUR WEPSA OFFICEHOLDERS 
FOR 1991/1992 

President- Brent Doncliff . 

Services & Amenitities Vice President - Vacant 

Education & welfare V.P. - Ingrid Bockholt 

. Polytech Council Rep - Ch~rles Begg 

Health & Environment - Nicola Giblett and 
Louise Frost 

Finance Committee - Margaret Elliott and Glen · 
Neal 

APSU rep.- Margaret Elliott 

SRC Organisers - Annaka Simpson and Jackie 
.Chin-Poy 

Building & Amenities - David Vince 

Recreation Committee - Mel Cooke 

Part-time student Co-ordinator - Charles Begg 

Culture/Arts - Jeanine Clarkin and Mel Cooke 

You can contact these people about anything to 
do with their portfolios through the WePSA 
office in T.18. 



WEPSA EXEC MEETING 
16/4/91 

'£ xec declined a request for a grant to fund 
three nursing students to attend a hui on 

Cultural Safety and Nursing education seemingly 
on the grounds of the consequences for the 
association's budget if such grants were widely 
sought after. One might query the consistency of 
this action in view of the $50 grant made to the 
Auckland Gay-Lesbian welfare group at the same 
meeting. 

(7f nother raft of committees were created, one 
./1_ of which is drafting WePSA' s submissions 
to the WP admin. on the operation of the Wallace 
St. cafeteria. Here's your chance to have your say 
about the caff! ! ! 

'[' he vote for W .P. Council member was incon- · 
elusive, neither of the candidates, being able 

to beat 'no confidence'. The matter was held over 
'til the next meeting 

'[' he exec also discussed a report from David 
Vince outlining some options for the 

management of the st_udent carpark in King St. 
Glen Neal suggested using $40,000 from the fabled 
WePSA accumulated funds to establish this student 
service and the matter was tabled until a report 
from Manager Andrea Greene on the ramifications 
of this was considered. 

EXEC. MEETING 23 APRIL 

15 execers on hand plus 3 observers. Follo
wing a close examination of the WePSA 
constitution Brent Doncliff discovered that the 
previous meeting's decision not to appoint a WP 
Council Rep. was improper. Therefore a new 
election, without a no-confidence option was held 
with Charles Begg beating out David Vince for the 
job . . 

'[' he exec decided, by a 3-2 vote, not to use any 
of the fabled WePSA accumulated funds to 

subsidise the King St. student carpark. That's 
right, 3-2. 

~ nd yet another group of exec. members 
will report back on the future directions for 

WePSA Y, following .the editor's confessions to 
being unable to maintain his current input levels. 
Wan'najob? 

WAN'NAJOB? 

EXEC. MEETING MAY 7 

Q nly 9 members plus the regular hangers on 
attended this meeting which was not too 

surprising given the heavy workload many people 
have at the end of term. 

'): oby Regan chaired this meeting pretty well 
for a novice and the business was all over by 

8p.m. 

'[' he meeting heard from the chair that SJS had 
not placed one single Polytech student in a 

subsidised job during the 1991-92 summer, a state 
which will hopefully be avoided this year by 
reserving a quota for youall. 

'[' he major topic of discussion in this 3 hour 
meeting was the long awaited report of the 

WePSA Working Party. This group of old hacks 
and keen minds had been commissioned in early 
1990 to report on · the staffing/presidential 
management roles and functions. 

The group came up with three areas of reform-

1). That a formal process be established to 
set and regularly review the purpose, mission 
and short/medium term goals of WePSA 

2). That WePSA staffing be restructured, 
( when appropriate), so that greater emphasis is 
put on researching then meeting the demands 
and needs of members and on facilitating the 
efficient functioning of the Student Class Rep. 
structure to achieve this. 

3). That the President's honorarium be 
increased in return for the competent exercise 
of the duties of that position. 

'[' he executive will receive a proposal from 
a President-c~aired group on ways of 

implementing the recommendations 

'[' he exec took what seemed to me to be a 
strange decision, ( 4 in favour, 2 abstentions, 

3 against), to set 1991 Access student fees at 
$14.00, regardless of whether the student studies 
for 12 or 42 weeks at Polytech. This policy was 
seemingly agreed to on the grounds of compassion, 
i.e. in response to the impact ben~fit cuts have on 
potential Access enrollees but I wonder how a full
time student on a $42 weekly allowance;(having 
paid $56. to the Assn), will feel about this effective 
subsidy to people who are not necessarily in any 
worse financial position than them. During this 
debate the political skills of the President were 
well exhibited. 

WHERE WERE YOU? 

f}3 rent Doncliff' s thorough report was the dis-
cussed with the Pres. having a bit of a 

whinge about the poor exec turnout to the SRC 
meeting.(5/20 making it to the meeting). Nor was 
Brent chuffed at the turnout to the anti-Employment 
Contracts Bill march. Where were you? (Best 
excuse received by July 10 wins a free double pass 
to the movies-ed). Glen expressed his concern 
about the Polytech's (claimed) expenditure of 
$50,000 from 1991 student fees on self-promotion 
and this will be further discussed as more info on 
the open day comes to hand. 

~ uthority was ceded to the WePSA delegates 
to the APSU conference to vote on new 

matters as they saw fit, (requiring, however, 
unanimity), and there was a substantial (if 
inconclu$ive), discussion on theAPSU presidency. 
WePSA has adopted a code of rights for overseas 
students. • 

'[' he student reps on 1he WP council were dir
ected to seek that body's support for the 

currently enacted anti-smoking legislation. 

EXEC. MEETING OF JUNE 11 

'D own to 10 members for this meeting which · 
was again well chaired by Toby Regan, who 

has resigned as the Association's Vice-President. 

f}3 ob Bubendorfer, W.P's Principal, told the 
executive about the history of Polytech 

Councils and explained the different roles of 
Council and staff. Then Martin Harris spoke 
about the upcoming Open Day. 

(/) esuming the meeting proper, the executive 
.L\, were faced with the question of how much 
the President should receive for his 1991 
hon0rariurrt. In view of the disruption arising out 
of the change of Presidential term it was decided 
to set the honorarium at $4,000. ( 4 votes in favour, 
3 against, 2 abstentions.) 

CARPARK TO COST $80000? 

'[' he proposed 100 berth student carpark in 
King St. was extensively discussed although 

many exec. members seemed to be unclear about 
exactly what was being proposed. A vote on 
whether WePSA should in principle support the 
scheme passed by 3-1-3 and a contract will be 
drawn up between the Tech, the WEPSA trust 
which is initially front-ing up with the $80,000 
establishment costs and the association. It seems 
WePSA will administer the project and it's hoped 
the parks will be available from the third term on. 

'[' he exec. unanimously agreed to support 
Brent Doncliff's candidacy for the APSU 

Presidency and okayed a planned Environment 
Day for July 26. 

~ iven the attendance at the recent SRC 
':/ meeting, (5/153), the Executive will. re

consider the role and function of this group. 

'J~4 ~kl 

SUMMARY AND COMMENT 

S o, lots has been happen{ng and more and 
more subcommittees are doing it. I'm 

concerned at the drop in attendance at meetings 
and at the workload falling on a few people- Brent 
Doncliff and Glen Neal in particular, but overall it 
seems to me that exec. is trying to be as competent 
and comprehensive in its work as possible. The 
President is having a very strong influence over 
what WePSA is and does and this leaves me 
wondering whether this is healthy for the 
Association. Any student union which is dependant 
upon one person to generate and direct most of its 
policies and practices is liable to suffer a power 
vacuum when that person inevitably departs. 

J f you've got any concerns about whether 
We.fSA' s working for you, why not come 

along yourself to the next meeting, which will be 
held in T22 on July 8 and thereafter fortnightly on 
Tuesday nights? 



NEWS REPORT 
ALL THE NEWS THAT'S FIT TO PRINT 

THE PRICE OF EDUCATION. 

Karori Normal School, which is considering 
sponsorship to raise money for urgent capital 
works, has been praised by the Government. 

The Post reported that the school' - the largest 
primary school 

in the country - needs .$300,000 to enlarge its 
administration block and library and is considering 
sponsorship to raise the cash. Associate Education 
Minister John Luxton, who is responsible for 
school property, praised Karori Normal's 
administrators·for"realising the need to be creative 
and innovative" in their approach to managing the 
school.By looking at sponsorship, they showed "a 
readiness to address their own problems without 
constantly turning to the Government for the 
money. Good on them," said Mr Luxton. 

And how 'bout this for proving the stupidity of 
Treasurythink? In the EP of7 /5/91 it was revealed 
that the Terrace terrors have convinced the 
government that the Ministry of Education must 
pay a commercial return on its properties, including 
schools, which have a total book value of at least 
$2.5 billion. 

And schools may have to pay the Ministry of 
Education for the use of their buildings. Associate 
Education Minister John Luxton announced the 
new policy in a speech to the Education Review 
Office property managemerit reviewers 
conference. The Government will introducing a 
capital-interest regime from July I, which would 
mean the Ministry of Education would pay intere~t 
on its property holdings. This will also affect 
institutions like Wellington Polytech which will 
be assessed on the value of its inner city land 
holdings, a charge which most likely be end up 
being levied against students. 

PSSST-WAN'NA BUY A SCHOOL, 
GOING DIRT CHEAP? 

The Evening Post I 0/5/91) reported on another 
doozy from these powercrazed theorists-that State 
schools could be sold to boards of trustees. 
However, the Ministry of Education warned that 
this could mean the closure of some schools and 
could lead to the mortgagee sales of school which 
raised mortgages against their land and then 
defaulted. 

The basis for all this is Treasury ' s dogmatic 
belief that the private sector is better at providing 
all services, including education, than the State. 
By introducing 'prices ' for 'social goods' such as 
education provision would be more efficient. 
Treasury has slated, (EP 10/6/91 ), tertiary 
institutions management of the government 
resources entrusted to them. According to a report 
prepared for the Finance Minister Polytechs, 
Varsities and T.Colls "suffer from inflexibility, 
bad allocation of resources and poor teaching." 
Coyly they say that the _situation "would improve 
if the ownership structure of institutions was 
changed". 

Oh yeah? Australia's attempt at privatisation, 
(Bond University) has hardly been successful and 
America 's privately owned universities are no 

· great role model either. 

THEY'RE -ALRIGHT JACK 

The Evening Post (13.4 91) carried an item 
showing that extramural study a~ universities 
throughout New Zealand appears to have been the 
chief casualty of the introduction of the tertiary 
tuition fee last year according to a report on 1990 
enrolment trends published by the Ministry of . . 
Education. 

Meanwhile the bureacrats at the Ministry are 
doing alright. In two years they've spent $620,000 
on consultants (but have mostly ignored the advice 

· from parents, teachers and students) and 
management training. $92,000, (the approximate 
cost of 10 full time places in a NCB course,) was 
spent on stationery, an .office logo and self 
promotion. The Minister was quoted, (EP June 

· 11 ), as believing the money was well spent. 
The D.S.T. (5/5/91) reported that foreign 

exchange earnings from full fee-paying foreign 
students were becoming essential to polytechnics, 
according to Association of Polytechnics president 
Doug Armstrong. He said polytechnics had to 
take overseas students to balance their budgets, 
particularly as the Government was winding down 
its involvement in the tertiary sector. 

The Dominion, (28/5/91), carried an item 
saying that the selling of education overseas by 
New Zealand was "chaotic". The Association of 
South East Asians-New Zealand Business Council 
told the foreign affairs and defense select committee 
that New Ze~land was "losing out to Australian 
institutions" due to the high fees. The institutions 
blamed the Education Ministry, while the ministry 
said the fees were set by individual Polytechs and · · 
universities themselves . Rather than just trying to 
make Asian students pay their own way, the 
Government appeared to be trying to use overseas 
students as a way of subsidising New Zealand 
students according to the Council. 

How 'bout some good news? New Zealand 
has a world class education system that should be 
preserved rather than knocked, says Tawa College 
principal Bruce Murray. In an interview with the 
Evening Post, ( 1/6/91 ), he said that also believed 
choice in the education system only advantaged 
those who could pay for it. · 

Have you heard about the new education 
pressuere group, the Education forum? This group 
of business men and education adminstrators want 
u_s to have a quality education system which 

accepts "healthy competition" f?r both users 
and providers of the system. Their initial press 
statement, (EP 13/6/91 ), indicates· among all the 
platitudes and self importance that the group is 
"pretty happy" with Lockwood Smith as Minister 
of Education. 
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The Evening Post ( 1.4.91 ), reported that banks 
would consider participating in any student loan 
scheme the Government may decide to implement 

. but would do so only if they considered the scheme 
commercially sound and they were consulted from 
the start. It is understood banks have not been 
approached about any revival of the student loan 
or graduate tax idea, which is supported by 
university vice-chancellors. 

University Students Association president 
Charlotte Denny said she understood the review 
team would propose the Australian model, under 
which students incur an $A 1880 debt for each year 
of study.The debt attracts an inflati9n rate of 
interest and is repaid when the student earns more 
than about $A22,000, at a rate. of 1 to 3 percent. 

~&t #.ew 'µa/,a,nd 

Still, we'll be alright 'cos Education Minister 
Lockwood Smith says he will be fighting for extra 
funding so that tertiary students are not hit by 
increased institutional fees next year. Dr Smith 
told the Evening Post, (23/5/91) that he was trying 
to make sure that students. qualifying for the 
Government Study Right scheme would not find 
that one fee is simply replaced by another. Dr. 
Smith has proposed that people who do not 
qualify for Study Right pay fees amounting to 25 
percent of their course costs . On avenige, that 
would amount to $2000-$2500. Such fees would 
be higher than the current Government tertiary 
fee. Depending on how many students are excluded · 
from Study Right, large numbers of students could 
end up paying increased fees . Students in their 
fifth year or more of study - about a quarter of all 
university students - have been excluded from 
Study Right. 

WOMEN HIT HARDEST 

Women studying part-time could be 
particularly hard hit if the Government decides to 
charge mature students 25 percent of their course 
costs, says Victoria University vice-chancellor 
Leslie Holborow. (E.P. 28/5/91)" A fee set at this 
level would deter mature-age students and restrict 
access . This is likely to have a particularly serious 
effect on women studying part-time who intend to 
return to the workforce or to upgrade their 
qualifications." 

The Government has signalled (Dom 29/5/ 
91), that its proposed userpays scheme to help 
fund tertiary education would mean students would 
have to pay at least as much as tbe present $ 1300-
a-year tuition fee and high income families woulct 
be the hardest hit. No hard facts or figures about 
the proposals were available, and detail s of the 
scheme are still bBing worked out by Education 
Minister Lockwood Smith and his Cabinet 
colleagues. 

The Dom 's reporter noted " It is clear that the 
Study Right programme of free tuition for the first 
three or four years of tertiary education has become 
a victim of the tight fiscal restraint policies driven · 
by Finance Minister Ruth Richardson". 
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THE MINISTER AND MATURE 
STUDENTS- A HISTORICAL 
REVIEW OF STRANGE DAYS WITH 
A STRANGE MAN. 

er' he APSU conference invited DR. Lockwood 
Smith, Minister of Education to speak on the 

question 'Tertiary Education who should pay?' 
Following his address, which was full of the usual 
platitudes and half promises Dr. Smith w.as asked 
to justify making study-right entitlements available 
only to school leavers. During his reply Dr Smith 

' branded mature students as being selfish for 
wanting government funding support ahead of 
school leavers. Stuart Carkeek, a father of three 
studying at Whitireia Polytechnic, Porirua, had 
told Dr Smith he had halved his income by going 
off the dole on to a student allowance and would 
have to pay $2500 in fees next year on top of 
course costs. Mr Carkeek and the rest of the 
delegates present were outraged. 

s peaking on television the day after the meet-
ing, Dr Smith said he had sent the apology 

but maintained he had been misunderstood. ''The 
point I was trying to make was that, as a mature 
student, he was approaching an age where he 
could have sons and daughters coming through 
tertiary education and training. What I was trying 
to say was 'lets give them a chance ... at the moment, 
10,000 of out school leavers don't have a hope. 
They go straight to the scrap heap of the dole." Dr 
Smith had said the Government had tQ put school 
leavers first and, if mature students were given 
more money, school leavers would get less. Mature 
students had chosen not to go into tertiary education 
when they left school and they were now in a better 
position to carry a greater cost. 

L abour associate education spokesman Steve 
Maharey immediately called for Dr Smith's 

resignation saying "the one-time media darling is 
becoming a public danger. His latest insensitive 
and intolerant comments about mature students, 
who seek to better themselves and their 
employment chances through training and 
education, show he is unsuitable to be in charge of 
such an important portfolio. It is yet another verbal 
slip from the minister which reveals the type of 
attitude that is driving the Governments education 
policy," he said. 

J n its editorial of May 28 the Post said "what 
is surprising is Dr Smith's apparent ignorance 

of the role of continuing education for New 
Zealand's relatively poorly educated workforce. 
Young Lockwood rates a C minus for his handling 
of tertiary fees. However, he is a resourceful 
fellow and should be able to avoid being expelled 
over his promise to resign if he did not drop the 
unpopular tertiary fee. Substituting one charge for 

er' he Dom also carried a press statement by the 
Minister in which he said that he had mailed 

an apology to polytechnic student Stuart Carkeek 
after the verbal exchange at the APSU conference. 

'Jv{ rCarkeek told The Post, (29/5/91 ), he accep-
ted the apology, but was writing back to Dr 111"""!'~,;11. 

Smith to say mature students must not miss out at 
the expense of any other group. Aotearoa 
Polytechnics Student Union national director Ailsa 
Duerr said that contrary to what Dr Smith said in 
the letter, students were not asking for more; they 
were saying there was no way they could survive 
if the situation was made worse for them. 

er' he Dominion (29/5/91) reported Associate 
Minister John Luxton as bursting out in 

Parliament the following Monday, with an angry 
dissertation about how school-leavers were more 
important than people wpo just went straight on 
the dole indicating that Smith is not the only 
Minister with a warped view of the nature and 
value of tertiary study. 

N ou can always tell when a politician's in 
J trouble. They point their finger at the press 
and start·squealing about bias. Education Minister 
Lockwood Smith blamed the media, (reported in 
the E.P. 1/6/91 ), when he was confronted by angry 
students in W anganui protesting over tertiary fees. 

'D r Smith told the protesters he did not blame 
them for being upset at media reports that 

higher fees would be introduced for high income 
earners. "That is nonsense. That is absolute 
garbage. Fees will not be targeted. I never ever 
said they would be." The Government would not 
be making it impossible for mature students to 
have access to education. Polytechnics would be 
given more money, but he could not give a specific 
figure. He also did not say where the money would 
come from. The Government was trying to get 
16,000 more people into tertiary education, he 
said. Unconvinced students yelled, "We '11 see you 
when you resign," "Pull your finger out," and 
"Sieg heil." (Obviously not overly coAvinced 
were they? Who is?-sarky ed) 

(j iven this series of fiascos is it surprising that 
students applauded from P.arliament' s public 

galleries when · the Opposition demanded the 
resignation of Education Minister Lockwood Smith 
on May 30?. 
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er' he Post (30/5/91) also reported Jim Bolger's 
evasiveness over the fees. The Prime 

Minister dodged the issue when asked in Parliament 
to provide an assurance that after the $1300 fee put 
in place by Labour was abolished it would not be 
replaced by another fee or surcharge costing even 

more. Instead of answering a Labour question on 
the matter directly, he said he could assure 
Parliament "that our policy for tertiary students 
will be much better than the one it replaces". 

, 

er' he latest news, according to a Locky press 
statement released last week, (EP 12/6/91 ), 

is that students from "top income families" will 
not have to pay more for their education but will 
receive less bursary assistanc~ i'he statement 
claimed, that "making those from wealthy families 
pay higher fees had never been considered as a 
serious option." So what was the point of pushing 
the case then? And anway, has no-one to.Id the 
Minister about the absolute failure of Merv 
Wellington's means tested bursary system of the 
late 1970s? 

' 

another is a different matter." 

er' heDominion28.5.91 quotedAotearoaPoly- 1' 

technic Student Union President (really? So 
it's her tum now is it?-confused ed.) Ailsa Duerr I , 
as saying even Dr Smith's resignation would not 

\ ............ 

get rid of the policy. His "unsympathetic attitude" 
was shared by the Government, she said. Ms 
Duerr said polytechnic students were outraged 
about Dr Smith's attitude to mature students. 
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SCENE AND HEARD 
SILENCE OF THE 
LAMBS 
- REGENT COMPLEX 

This is the most effective horror 
movie I've seen since The thief, the 
cook etc ... which I gu~ss ain't too 
surprising given its subject -

h 
. I 

psyc opath1c mass murderers . 
Taking as. true the timeworn dictum 
that it takes one to know one the FBI 
decide to recruit Dr. Hannibal the 
Cannibal Lecter, (a terrifically ev il 
Anthony Hopkins), to help them track 
down ·Buffa lo Bill, a _ repeat killer 
with a penchant for skinning his 
victims. To get the anything but 
good doctor on side the Bureau sends 
in Clarrise , an attrgctively proto
ferninist trainee to solicit his help . 

Sounds not too likely? Don't 
worry!!! The frequent storyline 
inconsistencies are mostly buried by 
the brilliant acting, (another Oscar 
on the way for Jodie Foster?), and by 
the sheer magnetism of the characters 
portrayed . Director Jonathan 
Demme, (Stop making sense, Married 
to the mob), trades off tidiness for 
pace, dragging his viewers thr9ugh a 
physically an~ psych9logical terror 
show in which truth and decency are 
as distant as Lockwood Smith's 
chances of being remembered as a 
great Education Minister. 

THE DOORS 
-REGENT 

Although I was alive in the 60's I 
was born in 1964 (Shit, I saw the 
Beatles in '64 maann-aging ed.) I 
didn't really have the chance to 
appreciate the change in value 
systems of young people precipitated 
by the growth and development of 
the music of the time - rock and roll! 

Having seen this movie I feel a 
little more enlightened about the 
forces that drove a generation of 
rebels. Although "Sex, Drugs and 
Rock and Roll" may have been the 
theme for this generation, the actions 
and lifestyle that surrounded it 
certainly did not help its followers 
achieve anything apart from 
removing themselves from reality for 
an extended period of time. But we 
all have a yearning to do this - every 
time we read a fiction book, or see a 
movie, or listen to a record we 
imagine ourselves as the principle 
character, the hero or heroine, or the 
idol o( millions of dedicated fans. 
But enough of this - what about the 
movie? 

In a further rejection of the 
predictably trite, the warped happy 
ending suggests there's more tainted 
lo.ve between the FBI agent and the 
mad doctor to be explored, further 
nightmares to be faced. 

Stunningly well filmed, The 
silence of the lambs offers a clever 
counterpoint to the cutesy goodtime 

· movies and wham-barn mega buck 
mon.sters Hollywood tosses at us 
nowadays. All you need is strong 
nerves, a student 1.D, (for the 
discount, natch), and a liking for 

intelligent film. AiP. 

The title is misleatling - it should 
have been tided "The Life of Jim 
Morrison". Although he was the 
musical guru for the band -it was the 
band that made the music. We get to 
see precious little of the backgrounds 
and lives of the other members of the 
band John Densmore, Ray Manzarek 
and Robbie Kreiger. 

The movie provides a short 
interlude into pseudo-psychedelia. I 
could almost imagine myself being 
" stoned" and "fried" as I was 
watching. But I must admit to being 
unable to pick-up many of the cryptic 
m'eanings of some of the scenes. 

The best part of the movie has to 
be the music . And it wasn 't actual 
"Doors" music - these actor guys 
were actually doing it themselves! It 
even fooled the surviving members .. . 
who couldn ' t tell the difference 
between the recording of Jim 
Morrison, and Val Kilmer. 

I recommend this film to anyone 
who has a remote liking for modem 
music or the 60 's, or both! 

- Brent Doncliff. 

\ 

GREEN CARD 
-MID CITY 

"Small" Comedy seems to be in 
vogue in LaLa land nowadays. You 
know, the kind where two apparently 
mismatched people meet, fight then 
fall in love, end of movie. Lots of 
witty banter, tl:Ye odd tiff mid film and 
then whooopee, everybody lives 
happily ever after and the audience 
goes home smiling. Green Card is so 
formulaic it's hard to understand why 
the scriptwriters didn't get done for 
plagiarism. 

It ' s not total doggy-do tho'. Yes, 
it is true, Gerard Depardieu is lumpily 
sexy, there's some stunning New 
York architecture to admire and the 
best I can say about Andi McDowell 
is she shows no signs of over-acting. 
Or in fact of possessing any emotional 
range whatsoever. And I admit this · 
fill um is perfect if mindless viddying 
is your aim. But if smart-talking, 
sharp looking 'wrong side of the 
tracks' romantic com~dy with a 
French twist is your bag I recommend 
Romauld et Juliette, ( out on vid soon) 
and that you leave this masterpiece 
of mediocrity to the Hollywood 
accountants who built it. ~, 

ANDREA'S 
DINING GUIDE 

This month I decided to try a 
restaurant that had a locality close to 
Polytechnic and also had prices that 
students could afford. 

This was the Kuali Restaurant. It 
is situated at 200 Cuba Street 

The decor leaves a lot to be 
desired; vinyl chairs, formica tables 
and plastic flowers on the table! 

It is a BYO restaurant, and there 
was no corkage! 

We started with the Satay Ayam 
and Satay Lembu (chicken and beef 
satay sticks). These were served 
with rice, cucumber, onion and a 
very nice but not spicy peanut sauce. 
I preferred the chicken as it had a 
more charcoal flavour. 

For a main I ordered the Ayam 
Samba! (Fried Chicken in Red Chilli) 
and coconut rice. This was yummy. 
The pieces of chicken were quite 
large and well cooked. The sauce 
was thick and tasty. The rice was 
light and cooked to perfection. 

My friend had the Kari Ayam 
(Chicken Curry) and coconut rice. 
this was ordered very hot, and hot it 
was . The chicken came in portions, 
and looked like it was a boiling fowl. 
I didn't try it, but my friend, who is a 
great curry lover enjoyed hi.s meal. 

The selection of desserts did not 
tempt me; chocolate sundae, fruit 
salad and ice cream, lychee and ice 
cream are all desserts I could easily 
whip up at home. However, Schott 
being a chocoholic couldn 't resist 
the chocolate sundae, and it looked 
just like a chocolate sundae should. 

The service was good, being quick 
and friendly .. 

Price was truly reasonable. All 
of the above; two en trees, two mains 
and one dessert came to only $33 .00. 

If you are looking for cheap, good 
food and you don't care about decor. 
then go to the_ Kuali Restaurant. 
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1992 STUDENT PRESIDENT 10% STUDENT DISCOUNT 
DOES THIS SOUND LIKE YOU\! 

DOES THIS SOUND LIKE SOMEONE YOU KNOW!! 

IF SO, NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPEN 

FOR THE 1992 PRESIDENT OF THE 

WELLINGTON POLYTECHNIC STUDENTS ~SSOCIATION 

FURTHER INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE AT 

THE WePSA OFFICE 

TINR GODBERT (B.D.S) & JOHN BURTON (B.D.S.) 

are practising opposite Cable Car 

Lane in the Harbour City Tower 

Entrance on Panama Street, 
(this includes an applicati0n form and 

a draft job description) 
just off Lambton Quay 

NOMINATIONS CLOSE ON MONDAY 22nd JULY 1991 
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MORE DISCOUNTS FOR YOU 

SOUTH ISLAND 
BACKPACKERS 
ACCOMMODATION. 

Pavlova Backpackers in Nelson 
are offering "The Pav Pass" which 
entitles travellers to 30% discount on 
all Mount Cook Landline routes, and 
Pavlova Hostel rates at $10.50 per 
night. 

For more details write to ... 

Murray Macarthy, 
Pavlova Backpackers, 
328 Brook Street, 
NELSON. 

DENTIST 
Suresh Patel, whose surgery is in 

the Harbour City Centre is offering 
all Wellington Polytech. Students 
12.5% off all their dental work. 

HOUSEHOLD PRODUCTS 

Peter Cameron,_ the Rawleighs' 
man, is offering students 10% off all 
his products, including cosmetics, 
household cleansers, food 
supplements, some lingerie clothing 
lines and children's toys. For further 
_info. phone 197851., write to P.O. 
Box 11280 Manners St or check out 
the cat? logue in the WePSA office. 

PHONE: 721 394 

We will teach you preuentatiue 

care to reduce your dental costs 

and keep you teeth for life. 

HEALTH CENTRE 
BULLETIN 

FIRST AID KITS 

Please make sure you know where 
Have you ever had- the first-aid kits are situated on the 
- a continual ringing in the ears? Wallace St campus ... 
- recurrent unhealed ear 

infections? 1D07, 1D05, 2D03, 3C02, 3D08, 
- difficulty with hearing in a 4C09a, 6B02, 6B 17, T4; P32, 

crowded room, or with background The Recreation Centre, and the 
noise? Student Health Clinic. 

-frequent complaints from family 
and friends that you are not listening RESOURCE BOOKS 
to them? 
. -exposuretoloudnoisefor long WePSA has the following 

periods without hearing protection? resource books available ... 

If you can answer yes to one or "A Directory of Philanthropic 
more of these question, you are Trusts in New Zealand." and 
invited to attend the Health Clinic, "Services for Parents and Young 
T18, for a hearing assessment Children in Wellington". 

TELECOM ART AWARDS 

. Students and Artists are invited 
- to enter the .19? 1 Telecom Art 

Awards. There is $2500.00 in Prize 
Money, and the winner will have 
their design printed on. the 1991 
Telephone Directory- - over 320 000 
were delivered in the Wellington area 
last year. For more details please 
contact... 

Toni Finlayson 
Telecom Directories Ltd 
P.O. Box 17157 
Green lane 
AUCKLAND. 
(09) 525-3430. 

Entries close on 9th July 1991. 

WePSA FAX MACHINE 

The WePSA Office now has a 
FAX machine. This can be used by 
all students at the Wellington 
Polytechnic. 

The cost is $2.00 for the first 
minute ~nd $0.50 for every other 
minute. 

So if you have a FAX to send, 
come in and see us in T 18. 

LUOMEN KNOlU YOUR 
RIGHTS 
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GET THE BOOK FROM 
YOUR COMMUNITY 
CENTRE WUMEN'S 
CENTRE ·on THE 
C ITl"2EN'S RDU I CE 
BURERU 
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APSU 
CONFERENCE REPORT 

£ ockwood Smith's attack on~mature students 
was not the only noteworthy event arising 

out ·of the APSU National Council and AGM 
which was held on this campus in the last weekend 
of the May holidays. Polytech students came from 
all over the country to discuss educational and 
other policy issues, to be addressed by Labour and 
National Party spokespeople, to consider a vote of , 
no confidence in the APSU President and to enjoy 
Wellington's nightlife. 

£ a?our's St~ve Maharey ~poke..of the prin-
ciples which would gmde Labour's new 

·tertiary education system. He supports a system 
that values teachers above managers, one which 
encourages ' techs to be innovative, flexible and to 
be responsive to the needs of the community in 
which they exist. His party would establish "Labour 
Listens"(a totally new political concept-cynical 
ed.), forums through which sector interest groups 
could have input into policy formation for the 
1993 election. 

.9l.. t times Maharey seemed almost apologetic 
about the policies introduced by Phil Goff 

but he spoke impressively and seems to be aware, 
and supportive of the needs of tech students. 

C arrington Polytech Student Union moved a 
vote of no confidence, in Brent Rennie

Y ounger, APSU's President. The basis for this 
was rooted in conflict between staff/office holders 
in CPSU and Brent, who had unsuccessfully st9od 
for President of that Association. 

ry' he debate on this matter was appalling, with 
many of Brent's detractors making personal 

attacks which were largely irrelevant to the question 
of whether he was performing adequately in the 
position of APSU President. The chairing of the 
debate was a little shaky too-Carrington 's motion, 
according to the unofficial minutes, was not 
seconded therefore it can be argued that Rennie
Younger still holds the President's office. 

a {'owever there was a genuine concern held 
fl by impartial delegates as to Rennie

Younger's interpersonal. skills and, despite a 
positive endorsement from APSU's National 
Director, the vote was strongly in favour of 
removing him from office. Although the vote was 
secret it seems WePSA 's delegates supported 
Brent's continuance in office. 

ry' he low point of the meeting, followed when 
a rep. from one of the campuses supporting 

the no confidence vote moved a motion of thanks 
for Brent's good work. This hypocrisy was 
compounded by incompetence when it became 
clear that the proponents of the hatchet job had not 
given any thought as to how APSU could proceed 
once the motion of no confidence was passed. 

J2l fter a confused discussion on the procedures 
for, and implications of doing so, Paula 

Halton from Rotorua's Waiariki campus was 
elected to the office of acting President until the 
next general meeting. 

'.: 

a ,4 J ePSA abstained on a motion demanding an 
-V V apology from Dr. Smith for his comments to 
Stuart Carkeek and the meeting wound up soon 
after. 

a ,4 J ePSA ' s representatives acted constructivel_y 
-V V being well briefed on the issues under 
discussion and the conference organisation was 
very efficient, being mostly undertaken by locals 
Margaret Elliott and David Vince. 

i ry' his meeting advanced the interests of students I 
I very little. Tens of thousands of dollars were 1 

< spent on travel and other conference costs yet few l 
--• 11..~ issues were relevant to the interests of those students 

who paid for this. The Minister's "give me enough 
rope and I'll hang Il].yself' speech gained good 
media coverage for APSU and acted to unify the "· 
students against the common 'enemy' but the 
manner and fact of Brent Rennie-Younger's 
removal from office sho"Yed that personality 
politics and parochial biases are far too prominent. 

J2l PSU is fortunate to have Ailsa Duerr as it 's 
National Director but if APSU is to achieve 

the worthy goals set for it then student union 
activists will have to work more constructively at 
such meetings. Credibility, so essential for a 
lobby group such as APSU, requires consistency, 
competence and democratic accountability. 
Unfortunately those characteristics were not much 

THE C Q NFEREN CE in show, at least on the first day of this conference. 

S unday dawned with more than a few aching 
heads visible, a few dangerous liaisons 

having been cemented during the night. Most of 

the WePSA delegation behaved themselves and 
(sadly? prurient ed.), there's no scandals to report 
about your reps . 

S till, the need for a national body is obvious 
and regional meetings are proving useful for 

both large and small campuses. The changes 
which National will unveil in the Budget will 
demand a speedy and intelligent response from 
student unions and if APSU is to spearhead this 
then some campuses will have to act a lot more 
constructively than they did at the conference. 

.9l.. wholelotofconstitutionalreformguff,most- b O ,, I, .J...l p. 
ly generated by the ousted president and l f' "--f' l '>t.., • 

WePSA, was deferred so that time could be spent -- .. 
on the vital issue of 1992' s APSU budget. This 
debate, again, was confused and confusing, with 
the only outcome being a decision to reconsider 
the meeting at the September General Meeting. 
During the discussion two campuses threatened to 
withdraw from APSU including Christchurch, 
whC? stated that they wanted APSU to reorientate 
itself to being more of a national, rather than a 
regional based organisation. 

rr urther resignation threats were received from 
J Manawatu and Hawkes Bay Associations 
over the issue of regional co-operation with non
APSU members. 

S o up until Locky's speech APSU was a 
house divided against itself and the whole 

existence of the organisation seemed to be under 
attack. 

rr ?llowingtheMinister'sdepartur~therem~in- A BAD 
J .mg conferees got down to pohcy makmg. 
Resolutions were passed in support of the Tertiary 
Students' Employment Assistance Scheme, 
asserting students ownership of their academic 
and practical work and approval was given to ... \Sc, 
organise a national day of action over the 
Government's fee policy. 
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NEWS FOR YOUS 

Education Action - July 17 

As part of the national campaign 
against the Government's education 
policies Wellington Polytech will join 
with staff and students from other 
regional tertiary education 
institutions, (Vic., C.I.T., Whitireia 
etc ... ) in a day oJ Action on 
Wednesday, July 17. Activities will 
include a march from 'Tech to 
Parliament, A teach-in, and class 
speeches building up to the big day. 
this will be the last chance we'll get 
to influence the Budget decisions so 
lets make the student voice heard!!! 

If you want to be. involved with 
the anti-fees campaign contact Brent 
Doncliff in the WePSA office. 

STUDENT I.D. PHOTOS 

A reminder to those who need i.d. 
photos of when you can get them 
taken. 

When? Thursday 12.00 - 1.00 
Where? T22 

When? Thursday 4.30 - 5.30 
Where? The Main-Office, 
Block 5 

STUDENT TRAVEL 
PRICE LIST 

We have a copy at the WePSA 
Office, s-o if you 're thinking of 
Overseas Travel check out what you 
can get! ST A offers international 
travel concessions to part~time 
students too, so check it out 

-
WEPSA PRESIDENTIAL 
NOMINATIONS for 1992. 

The Student Association 
Presidential year has been changed 
from April - March to January -
December, with elections taking 
place in September of the previous 
year. So because of the term change, 
nominations for Student President 
for 1992 will open on July 2nd, 1991. 
More information including 
nomination forms and job
description will follow as the time 
gets nearer. 

LUNCHTIME CONCERT 

Sam Manzanza will be giving a 
lunchtime concert next month; His 
style has been described as a 
mixture of Folk, Affro, Jazz, Blues 
and comes highly recommended as 
great entertainment. 

Details will be available closer to 
the time. 

CHRISTIAN ACTIVITIES 
ON CAMPUS 

After mid-term break the 
chaplaincy are planning a quiet day 
of reflection and prayer. This is 
intended as a good time to take some 
time out for reflection away from 
those exams and tests. 

The day is Sunday, July 28 from 
10.00;:un to 5.00. If you want to 
know more information ph: 723-325. 

CHRISTIAN FELLOW
SHIP 

Please note that Christian 
Felloyvship are now meeting on 
Tuesdays. 

Chaplains are available for prayer, 
counselling, companionship, for both 
staff and students and are based in T 
22, between 1 O.am and 5 pm each 
Tuesday. 

They provide friendship , support ," 
advice, and challenge for all tertiary 
adults and are there to help _with any 
issues related to faith or otherwise. 

A Catholic Mass is h~ld every 
Monday at 12.05 in 5D20, followed 
by lunch and a cuppa. 

TIRED OF THIS MESS? 

ARE YOU IN FINANCIAL 
DIFFICULTY? 

Finding it hard to balance your 
budget? Thinking of pulling out of 
your course? 

THINK AGAIN! 

If you withdraw from a course 
before the end of the year, you may 
not be able to get a student allow
ance if you want to study again 
later. 

If you are having trouble please see 
your Course Controller, Head of 

School, or Student Counsellor. 

You may be eligible for a HARD
SHIP GRANT. 

Details are available from Wendy 
Moore at the Main Office in block 
5. 

It's worth the time to see if you can 
get one! 

REMEMBER 
POLYTECHNIC STARTS 
LATE ON FRIDAYS. 

Polytechnic staff will be attending 
meetings every Friday during 1991 , 
from 8.00am - 9.00am which means 
that the Polytechnic will not open for 
teaching until 9.00am on Fridays·. 
However the Main Office in Block 5 
and the library will be open from 
8.00am. 

DO YOU WANT TO SEE THE CAMPUS CLEANED UP? 

GET INVOLVED WITH THE WELLINGTON POLYTECHNIC STUDENT 
ENVIRONMENT GROUP! 

INTEREST.ED? 
• 

CONTACT LO·UISE 
:oR ANDREA 

AT THE WePSA OFFICE 

~ 


